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at Two' or Thies Free · ports in each Kingdom will mach 
"improve our Maritine Commerce; and that the 


Riches, ſtrength, and ſafety of the King and his Sub 
OH be exceedingly increaſed thereby. 
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policy of our {ora have, (after mapy 
deliberate conſultations) contrived for. pro- 
OP curing the flouriſhing Eſtate of our King, 
and his Kingdoms, no Temporal Laws are 


or can be of e concernment, than 
thoſe that contain ſolid directions, whereby the Naval 


Commerce, and De ag the Riches „ ſtrength, and 
 lafety of theſe Kingdoms may be beſt, increaled 40d 
a improved ,. hag 4 DR 
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D iſh and forreiga Goods, 
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For theſe 1/levds by increaſing their Ships and Sea 
and by improving their Maritine Comerce, may be belt *' 


inriched and ſecured, and beſt continue their antient #a- 
val Dominion over the Seas, ( whereof the Honnor of the 
Flag is but the 1 therefore herein, their well 
4eing and ſaſty dot „ AT YT 
* the 22 theſe Gogol, Rive over the reſt 
of Europe , in Scifuations , Harbotrs , Fiſhings , Proviſi- 
ons , Manufa@ures , and in the rieb materials to make 
them with, and in Plantations, are ſo very great, and 
the Inhabitants are ſo inclinable to Sea Affairs, that theſe 
Kingdoms cannot but ( in a ſhort time ) exceed all others 
in Riches , Shipping, and Seawen , if we be not extreams 
ly wanting to our ſelves , and to our Poſterity, and ſufs 
fer our ſelves, and our Poſterity to be deprived of ſuch un- 
ſpeakable Benefits, by neglecting our greateſt advantages, 
Theſe great advantages may tnfallibly be ſecured to us 
by appointing ſeaſonably Two or Three Free Ports in 
each Kingdom, chiefly for the collecting &carriage of Fiſh, 
& forreign Goods, which few will bring into dear Ports; 
And for which, not onely the ſeltuations of theſe Kings 
doms render them ſufficiently convenient,but our largeſt, 
moſt capacious , and moſt excellent Harbours, are by the 
Divine Providence (which hath done nothing in vain ) 
ſo fitly ſcituated,as it intended for theſe uſes, 
And theſe are nt like many Forreign Ports, barred , 
and ſometimes frozen , but are alwayes open, and by 
their ſafe and deep Channels, may ſeem to invite Foreig- 
ners diſtreſſed by ſtorms, croſs winds, want of Proviſ. 
ons, of of other neceſſaries, or by anv other accidents, 
to put into them, there to refreſh, and furniſh themſelves 
with whatſoever might be fit to ſupply thei; occaſions, 
But the great and wonderful Benefits that may be gain» 
ed to us by theſe Free Ports , may lufficient!y, appear by 
this, that all our Maritine commerce muſt neceffarily pro- 
ceed from our own Product and Manufactures, or from 
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(1 And theſe may! be diſtioguiſhed ; into theſe Four Bran- 


ches . 


Poxtations,Expoxtations,Fithings 8: Traclpoztations. 
Aud the Returns of the Three laſt called Inporta - 

tioms. S 

\Poztations are the catringd of our Product and Manu⸗ 


factures by water within his Majeſties r e 
theſe are 5 | 


Near Portations on the Rivers „ or within, or 
N between theſe Kingdoms. 
Jor Remote Portations, between, theſe Kingdoms 
and their Plautations „or between our 
- Plantations; 
Expoꝛtations are the carriage of our own Product, and 
Manufactures into enen Paits J ia our Own , or 
argen N 


tit her 


| Nr ; procure us he product of the Seas, and are 


Our Near F iſings,neat the waſts of theſe King- 
"A doms for Herrings , Cod, Ling; Pilchzrds, 
and other Fiſh, or j 
2 Remote Fifhings at Tſland, Grcenting) News 
is foundlamd, or at our other Plautatians 3. 
Tranſpoztalions are the ( Tranfient-portattuns or d 
carrying out again 1 Fiſh, or forreign Goods, 


in our own, or any ftorreign Ships for our ſelves,or 
Forrei gners. 


And theſe Four ( from whence may naturally flow ſo 
great and continued an increaſe of Riches j and Nival 
ſtrength ) are the natural Dowry of cheſe Kingdoms, 
and cannot poſſibly be alienated from them, but by their 
extream neglect, and yet we (not duly valuing theſe our 
great concerns) lutfer Strangers daily to deprive us of 
the beſt of them, in ſo great a meaſure, that forreign 
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mmippiog and Seamen are more iticreaſed thereby than 
CUTS, | WE ) 
The bringing theſe: Four into their natural Channel; 
and increaſing and improving them to our beſt advantages, 
will ſo vaſtly increaſe and improve our ſhipping and Sea» 
men, and will add ſo much riches and ſtrength to the 


8 = aa... gh 


King; and theſe Kingdoms, and to Poſterity, as will | 
| much increaſe their glory and greatneſs 5 Aan 4 5 
| Ihe two firſt, our Portatiout, and Exportations,proceed- 


ing onely from, the Products and Manufactures of his Ma- 
jelties Dominions, and the Returns of them, may be much 
improved by the prudent laying on of cuſtoms in the fitteſt 
Ports and Seaſons , whereby the importing forreign ſu- 
perfluous Trifles , that ſerve but to corrupt the Natives, 
and coming from our neareſt Neighbours, (and imploy- 
ing feweſt ſhips and Seamen) leſſen our Navigation, ma 
be prevented 3 and thereby the Vent of our own Product 
and Manufactures, ( eſpecially within our ſelves) may be 
more incouraged , than of forreign, and theſe Cuſtoms 
are chiefly borne by the Inhabitants, and yet may profit 
them, by regulatiug their conſumpt ions. 
And though in theſe our Poriat ions and Exportations, 
forreign ſhipping are impioyed as well as eur own, yet 
| near Eight thoaland Sail of our own ſhips; are imployed 
therein, whereof near (ix thouſand; are imployed in port- 
ing our own Products and Manufactues between our 
ſelves, and about Two thouſand of our (hips are imploy- 
ed in exporting them to Foreigners; and the--SubjeFts of 
no other Kingdom or Countiey in, Europe, doth imploy 
the tenth pait of that number of ſhips ic parting & ex pos- 
ting their own: Product and Manufacture. 


Ihe great advantages theſe, Kingdoms have over all the 
for reign Parts of Europe, of, imploying many ſhips, and 
Seamen', in ther own, Restalieut, dre by reaſon of their 

many diſtant Ports, which Cbcidgaſlands, and having 


aii many 
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& many good Plantations ) they ate furniſhed with 3 arid 
bd | " $1. 2 | 4 * | 
2 theſe Portationr may be much inertaſed and improved by 
increaſing and improving our moſt profitable Plantati- 
ont, by free Ports, and Small Duties on their Export. 
But as our Portations may be much increaſed by the aſ- 
ſuming them to our ſelves, and imploy ing onely His Ma- 
jeſties Subjects, and their ſhipping therein ; ſo may they 


A 


be much increaſed and improved by appointing ( inthe 
moſt convenient places) Two or Three Free ports in each 


Kingdom; that is, Ports where little or no Cuſtomszor 


Duties ſhould be paid, for any Goods or Merchabdiſe, 
brought thereinto by Sea, and after ſhipt out again, 

Thus about a Twelfth part ct the preſent Cuſtomes 
being onely taken upon thoſe Goods that are brought in- 
to any of theſe Free ports from any other Kingdoine or 
Countrey, than that to which the [ſaid Free ports ſhall 
reſpectively belong, ſhall incourage Merchants to fill 
theſe Ports with ſhips and Seamen , and with (uch great 
Magazines and Stores of our own and foreign Goo ds, 
that it will thereby afford them moſt advantageous op- 
portunities of collecting our product and Manuſactures 
in convenient proportions, at the fitteſt times, and from 
the cheapeſt places, and of diſpoſing of them to ſuch 
Ports, as ſhall moſt want them, and at ſuch ſeaſons 
when they ſhall give moſt for them , and will 
procure to the Inhabitants in exchange thereof , ſuch 
ſuitable Returns, at the moſt ſcalonable tines, and 
at the cheapeſt rates, that thereby our Portations and Ex- 
portations will be much increaſed, and our produ@ and 
MauufaGtnres, and the great pre fit gained by them , will 
in few years be more thin doubled. | 


We may with the mare confidence aſfure Gur ſelves, 


that theſe Free ports will increaſe our Exporrations in nur 
.own'ſhips;, becauſe we ſhall be thereby intbled to collect 


and diſtribute ſuch of our product and Minufactures, by 
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means of our Aree ports with forreign Goods, as Forreige · 
ners have becn,inabled ( by reaſon of low, Cuſtoms:}) eo / 
collect, and diſtribute, formerly withitheir own Goods: 
} For, our Cuſtoms and Duties being in our Free ports, 4 

43 low or lower than in forreign, parts, we may reaſuna - 
bly expect j that aur Goods, © that are moſt neceſſary, 


N maſt Jaſting ,. and vendible in the fartheſt Markets, nould 
y rather (with their leſs neceſſary and periſhing Goods) 
[ be collected, in, and diſtributed from, our Free ports, than 
[ from their Ports 3 the goodneſs of our Harbowry ,- and the 


| plenty of our molt excellent proviſions for victualling ſhips, 
{ being alſo great incouragements thereunto,. 
3 But when we ſhall rightly conſider , that though the 
| greateſt Fiſhings in the world belong to theſe Kingdoms 3 
and though ſome of our Ports are the beſt, and the beſt 
| ſcituated in Europe for the diſpoſing of our Fiſhings, and 
tor the great Trade of Tranſportations between the North 
ö and South parts of Europe. 31 
| Yet Foreigners imploy at leaſt ſixteen or twenty thous 
{and ſail of (hips therein, whileſt we (with all our ad- 
vantages ) imploy not a Twentieth part of that 
| number, in theſe Fiſbin gs, and Tranſportations 4; nor ever 


tall without Two or. Three convenient Free ports in 
dach Kingdom; | | | 

If then we likewiſe conſider , that by appointing 

onely Two or Three Free ports in each Kingdom in the 

moſt convenient places for the Fiſbing Trade, and the 

Trade of Traxſportations, we ſhall undoubtedly draw 

the greateſt part of theſe Trades to our ſelves, and ſhall 

j imploy moſt ſkipping and Seamen therein, theſe conſide- 

rations cannot but make the ſetting up of theſe Free ports 

f extremely deſirable to us, and theſe would be certainly 
' the effects of Free ports, 4: 

For they would infallibly procure to theſe Kingdomes 

the greatelt Fiſhing Trade, (for the moſt e enient Har- 
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"% butt between the North and South parts of Europe that 
are near our'greateſt Fiſhiags, being appointed tor Free 
all neceſſaries for our Fiſhings, would be plen- 
tifully provided there, by 'Merchant-Staplers, and others, 
and vended there at the cheapeſt Rates, and Fiſhers may 
there turniſh themſelves with them in Barter for other 
© Gocds3 and would there find a ready good vent for their 
= Fiſh, and good Returns for their own Ports, and the 
© Fiſh withour own and forreign Goods, might be ſent out 
again in ſuch quantities, and to ſuch places as may belt 
 vend, or Barter them, whereby our Fiſhings without 
any charge or hazard to the publick , will be exceedingly 
- increaſed, and it is impoſſible to increaſe much our Fiſh- 
ings without Free ports. 
© Theſe Kingdoms may likewiſe by Free ports be made 
the greateſt Staple or Storehouſe, for treaſuring up the 
roduct and Manufactures of the World, and here- 
by Merchants, and their Children after them, may be 
inabled ſuccesfully to continue out their Eſtates in Tra- 
- dingeſtocks , which doubled every Two or Three years, 
would for every pound imployed therein, produce in 
Twenty or Thirty years above a Thouſand pounds, where- 


ches and ſtrength of theſe Kingdoms would thereby be 
moſt increaſed , and [induſtry and frugality , which are 
the pillars that ( ſupported by rewards and puniſh- 
ments) uphold all civil Governments, will thereby be 
moſt improved and incouraged, 

And thus by our well-forted Car goes fitted for moſt 
porta, we may ploy bigger and more ſerviceable ſhips , 
at leſs charge; ànd ta ware proſit, than formerly; 

And ſhall not onely fully and profitably imploy the 
preſent Inhabitants, but many Thouſ:nds of forreign Ars 
tilts, and others, that by theſe great advantages of Free 
ports, ſhall be'incouraged to come and inhabit in theſe 
Kingdoms. Theſe 


by theſe would not onely be much inriched, but the Ri- 
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And in Free ports the King and his Subjects may build 
victual and repair (hips cheapeſt, and may ſooneſt and beſt 
furniſh them tor all occalionsz _ En WILL 
And theſe Ports will beſt increaſe and improve the 
Kings Cuſtoms, and yet not take them from the Merchants 
cut of the Trading- ſtock, but from the Inhabitauts, when 
the Goods or Merchandiſe are carried out, or are brought 
105 to be conſumed. 101 14 $474 1 3 ny „ 
And thus theſe Free parts, by reſtoring the ancient way 
of Commerce by Zarter/| will lupply ithe:preſeat want of 
Moneys, and by increaling ail»parts.df Comaierce , and 
more eſpecialy the 7zproving profis that may be gained by 
Plantations, Fiſhings, and Tranſportations, will much inrich 
His Majeſty and His Kingdoms, and inlarge His : Dominions'; 
and ſecure unto him the Soveraignty of the Tears: > | 
Theſe great advantages are certain, and eaſily obtains 
ed, and may be ſome of the many reaſons that obliged the 
late Parliament of [Ireland in their Act for Cuſtomes; to 
firm that much benefit and advantage might ariſe to the 
King and the Kingdom of Irelend by appointing Thiee or 
0 Four Free ports. 511 DI? | KOT 242 135 4 
| And though theſe beſore mentioned are the leaſt in 
1 Number, ot thoſe many great advantages that may be 
| gained to theſe Kingdom, and to the world, by.appoin- 
F ting Two-or Three convenient Free ports in each Kings 
11 dom, yet they are (I believe) ipcomparably the 
1 greateſt that have ever yet been propoſed to theſe Kings 
"1 doms3 and for the procuring theſe advantages; ſome 
9 few Free ports are ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that ( if de- 
( ied ) I doubt not to prove. that all other propoſals for 
1 inerraſing our Maritine Commerce without Free ports, will 
| | prove either trivial or daugerom., "| — 
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